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Underline the words which make the best ending For the following
unfinished sentence:

/ shall not be able to do my sums unless

(a)   My exercise book is full.

(b)  You help me.

(c)   Multiplication is very hard,

(d)  1 forget my tables.

Three hundred and seventy children between the ages of
seven and a half and eleven, divided into half-yearly groups,
were given fifty questions of this type. The curve of accuracy
obtained from the results is set out below. It will be seen that by
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FIG. 5. GRAPH SHOWING PERCENTAGES OF RIGHT ANSWERS IN THE
'OTHER CONNECTIVES' TEST

the age of 8 plus 50 per cent, of the answers are correct, and that
two-thirds of the answers are correct by the age of 9 plus. The
schools where the test was set were two very good schools almost
wholly attended by bright children from good homes.

19. STAGES OF ADVANCE IN THE MASTERY OF
FREE EXPRESSIONS
We are now able to set out, though still tentatively, the stages
which children pass through in their progress towards the mastery
of the various forms of free expression represented by the English
sentence. We shall confine ourselves to dealing at the infant
school level with those free expressions which are useful in
speaking of objects and events in the external world, at the